INTRODUCTION
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l sites 41FY421, 41FY422, and 41FY424 were r e p o r t e d by Glenn T.
Goode of t h e S t a t e Department of Highways and P u b l i c T r a n s p o r t a t i o n (SDHPT) Archaeology S e c t i o n i n F e b r u a r y , 1984, and were recommended f o r t e s t excavat i o n s . T e s t i n g was conducted by Glenn T. Goode and by one t o s i x members of t h e l o c a l SDHPT o f f i c e d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d F e b r u a r y 9 t h r o u g h March 30, 1984, i n a c c o r d a n c e This open c a m p s i t e / l i t h i c procurement l o c u s , b i s e c t e d by S t a t e Highway 71, w i l l be completely destroyed by S t a t e Highway 71 expansion. The i n t a c t port i o n of t h e s i t e l i e s south of t h e p r e s e n t highway: an a r e a of 55 m e t e r s p a r a lleling t h e roadway and 40 meters along a north-south a x i s . Evidence of t h e s i t e e x i s t s n o r t h of S t a t e Highway 71 a t a d i s t a n c e of 35 t o 45 meters from t h e s o u t h right-of-way. This narrow s t r i p h a s been thoroughly destroyed by heavy machinery. Along t h e western margin of t h e t e s t e d a r e a , t h e s u r f a c e s l o p e s s t e e p l y down t o a deep r a v i n e . A narrow s t r i p of t h e h i l l t o p extending t o t h e s o u t h right-of-way f e n c e was c r e a t e d by t h i s r a v i n e and by a more g r a d u a l s l o p e along t h e e a s t and s o u t h margins of t h e s i t e .
w i t h t h e Procedures for the Protection of Historic and Cultural Properties (36 CFR, P a r t 800). The o b j e c t i v e of t h e tests was t o d e t e r m i n e e l i b i g i l i t y f o r n o m i n a t i o n t o t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c
Excavation u n i t s c o n s i s t of two 1 by 2 meter u n i t s and t h r e e 1 by 1 meter u n i t s .
Three s m a l l shovel tests were a l s o dug. A l l u n i t s were excavated i n 1 0 cm l e v e l s w i t h a l l m a t e r i a l s placed i n l a b e l e d bags.
The s o i l p r o f i l e c o n s i s t s of 10 cm of loamy sand and 20 t o 30 cm of s i l t y sand o v e r l y i n g dense g r a v e l and b a s a l c l a y . Pebble-size g r a v e l i s p r e s e n t throughout t h e m a t r i x , becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y abundant w i t h depth. S i t e 41FY421 produced a r e l a t i v e l y l a r g e sample of l i t h i c d e b i t a g e and abundant thermally a l t e r e d c h e r t and q u a r t z i t e . The a r t i f a c t sample i n c l u d e s numerous c o r e s , hundreds of f l a k e s , s e v e r a l fragments of b i f a c e s broken i n manufacture, and a t l e a s t t h r e e roughly trimmed f l a k e s . Diagnostic a r t i f a c t s a r e r a r e , however. The two specimens a r e a Scallorn arrowpoint and a s m a l l , l a t e d a r t p o i n t , resharpened t o n e a r l y arrowpoint s i z e .
One h e a r t h f e a t u r e c o n s i s t i n g of burned c h e r t and q u a r t z i t e was uncovered and recorded. P o s s i b l y two h e a r t h s were present--the l a t e r d i s t u r b i n g and i n t r u d i n g i n t o t h e e a r l i e r . Numerous unburned f l i n t a r t i f a c t s o c c u r r i n g w i t h i n and a t o p
t h e burned h e a r t h s t o n e s s u g g e s t continued and r a t h e r i n t e n s i v e use of t h e s i t e . A l a r g e amount of m a t e r i a l accumulated randomly w i t h i n t h e 20 t o 30 cm u n s t r a t i f i e d d e p o s i t . S i t e 41FT421 i s an upland l i t h i c procurement and campsite. The abundance of c u l t u r a l m a t e r i a l s u g g e s t r e l a t i v e l y i n t e n s i v e u s e d u r i n g a n u n s p e c i f i e d b u t perhaps l e n g t h y span of time. Two d i a g n o s t i c time i n d i c a t o r s s u g g e s t Transi t i o n a l Archaic and L a t e P r e h i s t o r i c occupations.
SITE 41FY422
S i t e D e s c r i p t i o n S i t e 41FY422, t h e easternmost of t h e t h r e e s i t e s , i s l o c a t e d on t h e d i v i d e between Robinson Creek, 500 meters e a s t , and Cedar Creek, 600 meters n o r t hwest. The s i t e i s 100 t o 200 meters s o u t h of S t a t e Highway 71, 3 . 1 km west of West P o i n t , Texas.
The s i t e occupies an a r e a of approximately 450 by 150 meters on a broad p l a t e a u which i s c u t by Cedar Creek on t h e n o r t h and d i s s e c t e d by t r i b u t a r i e s of Robinson Creek on t h e e a s t and south. The southern margin of t h e s i t e i s d i s s e c t e d by s e v e r a l deep g u l l i e s and s l o p e s s h a r p l y down t o t h e n e a r e s t water source, a t r i b u t a r y of Robinson Creek.
The right-of-way a t 41FY422 i s o r i e n t e d g e n e r a l l y east-west w i t h t h e long a x i s (450 meters) of t h e s i t e following a more e a s t t o southwesterly course.

The s i t e i s b i s e c t e d by a p r i v a t e r o a d , t h e e a s t h a l f being designated Area
A. Near t h e south right-of-way fence, s e v e r a l h e a r t h s a r e exposed i n t h e west bank of t h e road c u t . This i s Area B. The remainder of t h e s i t e t o t h e west i s Area C.
Much of Area A i s f o r e s t e d with v a r i o u s oaks, hickory, cedar, and pine.
Yaupon i s t h e most abundant understory v e g e t a t i o n . The northwest p o r t i o n
of Area A, p a r t of Area B, and all of Area C a r e l o c a t e d w i t h i n a c l e a r e d f i e l d which i s p l a n t e d i n c o a s t a l bermuda.
Excavation Procedures
T e s t i n g a t 41FY422 commenced w i t h t h e placement of randomly l o c a t e d 1 by 2 meter u n i t s . Following t h e i n i t i a l t e s t i n g , a g r i d with primary datum a t N0/E0 i n Area A was e s t a b l i s h e d . The e a s t / w e s t b a s e l i n e (N0/S0) extended t o East 63 meters and West 300 meters. Subsequently excavated u n i t s were
given g r i d c o o r d i n a t e s w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n of f i v e u n i t s i n t h e wooded p o r t i o n of Area A.
The breakdown of excavated u n i t s by s i z e i s : 2 by 2 meters -8 ; 1 by 2 meters -31; 1 by 1 meter -7. Most of t h e s e u n i t s were excavated t o s t e ri l e s o i l . Excavation was by 10 cm l e v e l s , measured from ground l e v e l . A l l m a t r i x was screened through 1/4" hardware c l o t h and m a t e r i a l s bagged accordi n g l y . Burned rock was c o l l e c t e d due t o d i f f i c u l t i e s i n s e p a r a t i n g a r t i f a c t s from burned r o c k and f o r measurement of volume. E l e v a t i o n s w e r e recorded w i t h t r a n s i t and s t a d i a . S i m i l a r procedures w e r e followed a t S i t e s 41FY421 and 41FY424.
S o i l P r o f i l e s Area A: S o i l d e p o s i t s c o n t a i n i n g c u l t u r a l m a t e r i a l s range from a maximum of 120 cm i n t h e c e n t r a l p o r t i o n t o 40 cm i n t h e s o u t h e r n a r e a n e a r t h e s o u t h right-of-way. S o i l s i n t h e c e n t r a l a r e a a r e loamy and s i l t y s a n d s , becoming
r e d d i s h i n c o l o r w i t h i n c r e a s e d s i l t and c l a y content a t 40 t o 60 cm. S i l t and c l a y c o n t e n t i n c r e a s e s g r a d u a l l y w i t h depth, a s does s m a l l pebble g r a v e l .
Compact sandy c l a y s t e r i l e of a r t i f a c t s occurs a t 70 t o 120 cm. The s i l t y sand i n t h e s o u t h e r n a r e a c o n t a i n s pebble g r a v e l throughout. The g r a v e l i nc r e a s e s w i t h depth u n t i l i t i s q u i t e dense a t 40 cm. F e a t u r e s Twenty-five f e a t u r e s were recorded a t 41FY422. These i n c l u d e one b a s i n h e a r t h , two l a r g e f l a t h e a r t h s w i t h s m a l l p i t s beneath t h e h e a r t h s , and a c l u s t e r of h e a r t h s : two of 1 . 5 meter s i z e with f o u r .5 meter h e a r t h s i n c l o s e a s s o c i a t i o n .
The remainder a r e f l a t h e a r t h s of one t o t h r e e rocks i n t h i c k n e s s . More than
occurred i n t h e same l e v e l i n only f o u r c a s e s , and none i n d i r e c t a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h a f e a t u r e . The b a s i n h e a r t h i n Level 2 , Area A, i s probably t h e l a t e s t recorded, perhaps of Scallorn age. The s c a t t e r e d f l a t h e a r t h i n Level 1 0 , Area A, was beneath a Pedernales p o i n t i n Level 9. This perhaps i n d i c a t e s t h e l a t e s t p o s s i b l e age of t h i s f e a t u r e . Elsewhere i n Area A, Scallorn, Darl, and L a t e Archaic age p r o j e c t i l e p o i n t s a r e mixed throughout t h e upper 50 cm which c o n t a i n most of t h e h e a r t h s , making conclusions d i f f i c u l t a t t h i s time. One u n i t produced a Scallorn i n Level 5
and an Angostura i n Level 6--both probably o u t of context.
C u l t u r a l Inventory Typical of many s i t e s i n t h e r e g i o n , 41FY422 y i e l d e d only s t o n e m a t e r i a l s .
Also t y p i c a l of r e g i o n a l s i t e s , d i a g n o s t i c a r t i f a c t s a r e not abundant b u t a r e l a t i v e l y l a r g e sample of l i t h i c d e b i t a g e was c o l l e c t e d .
Cores and fragments i n a l l s t a g e s of r e d u c t i o n a r e f a i r l y numerous. These e x h i b i t t h e random r e d u c t i o n s t r a t e g y t y p i c a l of r e g i o n a l assemblages. Raw m a t e r i a l s a r e rounded, cobble s i z e c h e r t and q u a r t z i t e nodules o c c u r r i n g i n abundance along margins of h i l l t o p s and i n streambeds, P e t r i f i e d wood and
ferruginous sandstone a r e p r e s e n t i n s m a l l percentages a s d e b i t a g e o r hearths t o n e s . P e t r i f i e d wood occurs abundantly a s huge l o g s i n t h e a r e a , b u t l i t t l e i s of tool-making q u a l i t y .
Flake d e b i t a g e i n d i c a t e s t h a t a l l s t a g e s of core and b i f a c e r e d u c t i o n were p r a c t i c e d . Bifaces broken i n manufacture a r e p r e s e n t i n s m a l l numbers, and
FIGURE 3
A r t i f a c t s f r o m S i t e 41FY422. A-E, Area B ; F-R, A r e a A.
a r e mostly of r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l s i z e . This f a c t i s a t t r i b u t a b l e t o t h e s m a l l s i z e of raw m a t e r i a l s .
I n c o n t r a s t t o t h e l a r g e d e b i t a g e sample, t h e recognized t o o l i n v e n t o r y i s q u i t e small. Included i n t h e t o o l c a t e g o r i e s a r e about 20 p r o j e c t i l e p o i n t s / fragments (16 d e p i c t e d i n Fig. 4 ) , s e v e r a l s m a l l b i f a c i a l k n i v e s , r a r e trimmed f l a k e s , s e v e r a l hammerstones, 1 b i f a c i a l gouge, and 1 mano.
The p r o j e c t i l e p o i n t s i n c l u d e 1 Angostura fragment, 2 P e d e r n a l e s , 2 L a t e Archaic San Marcos fragments, 2 c o n t r a c t i n g stemmed p o i n t s , s e v e r a l Darl-like p o i n t s , 2 F a i r l a n d -l i k e p o i n t s , and 4 S c a l l o r n . A l a r g e m a j o r i t y of t h e s e specimens a r e r e l a t i v e l y l a t e , d u p l i c a t i n g t h e p a t t e r n observed a t 41FY98.
SITE 41FY424
Approximately 50 meters beyond t h e western margin of 41FY422, dense woods cover t h e e n t i r e right-of-way. These woods extend about 250 meters westward i n t o t h e a r e a of 41FY424. Another 100 m e t e r s westward t h e p l a t e a u narrows and ends a b r u p t l y , d i s s e c t e d by deep r a v i n e s and a t r i b u t a r y of Cedar Creek. S i t e 41FY424 i s s i t u a t e d on a narrow e x t e n s i o n of t h e p l a t e a u , occupying an a r e a of 100 by 75 meters e a s t t o west. The s i t e i s b i s e c t e d by t h e s o u t h right-of-way fence.
Most of t h e s u r f a c e and up t o 40 cm of t h e d e p o s i t has been o b l i t e r a t e d by heavy machinery. South of t h e right-of-way t h e s i t e i s thoroughly c l e a r e d .
Within t h e right-of-way remaining v e g e t a t i o n i s p r i m a r i l y p o s t oak and yaupon w i t h s c a t t e r e d pine. Blackjack oak, p i n oak, and hickory abound i n t h e a r e a .
Three 1 by 1 meter t e s t u n i t s and t h r e e shovel t e s t s were excavated. A g r i d
was n o t e s t a b l i s h e d , u n i t s being l o c a t e d from t h e south right-of-way f e n c e .
The s o i l p r o f i l e c o n s i s t s of 40 t o 50 cm of loamy and s i l t y sand. Pebble s i z e g r a v e l e x i s t s throughout t h e d e p o s i t , becoming more abundant w i t h depth.
A t 40 t o 50 cm t h e g r a v e l i s dense and t h e m a t r i x i s devoid of c u l t u r a l mater i a l .
S i t e 41FY424 i s t h e l e a s t p r o d u c t i v e by f a r of t h e t h r e e s i t e s . Only l i t h i c d e b i t a g e was found.
Included i n t h e s m a l l sample a r e two f i n a l -s t a g e b i f a c i a l specimens: one broken i n manufacture and a t h i n b u t incomplete specimen. A few c o r e s were recovered, i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t h e r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l f l a k e samp l e . Two trimmed f l a k e s a r e p r e s e n t , b u t evidence of u s e i s n o t obvious. One trimmed f l a k e found on t h e s u r f a c e i s a p o s s i b l e t o o l . T h i s assemblage suggests 41FY424 served a s a l i t h i c procurement l o c u s , with a t l e a s t some b i f a c i a l r e d u c t i o n t o a n e a r l y complete s t a g e .
Thermally a l t e r e d s t o n e i s widespread i n moderate amounts b u t no evidence of i n t a c t h e a r t h f e a t u r e s was found. 41FY424 can be c l a s s i f i e d a s an upland r e - 
SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Test excavations a t t h r e e a b o r i g i n a l s i t e s i n d i c a t e r a t h e r i n t e n s i v e u s e of upland h i l l s and p l a t e a u s i n t h e s t u d y a r e a . 41FY422, by f a r t h e l a r g e s t
and most important of t h e t h r e e , i s a h a b i t a t i o n and r e s o u r c e procurement s i t e occupied r a t h e r i n t e n s i v e l y o v e r a p e r i o d of a t l e a s t t h r e e thousand y e a r s . Twenty-five recorded h e a r t h s and r e l a t e d f e a t u r e s were l o c a t e d throughout t h e s i t e a r e a . "Groups" of h e a r t h s w e r e p r e s e n t i n Areas A and B.
Unfortunately d i a g n o s t i c a r t i f a c t s w e r e n o t found i n t h e same l e v e l a s a h e a r t h , and none i n d i r e c t a s s o c i a t i o n . Also, bone and s h e l l were n o t preserved, and only t h r e e h e a r t h s had t i n y c h a r c o a l samples a s s o c i a t e d .
Disturbance was heavy i n a l l a r e a s of t h e s i t e . Root and rodent d i s t u r b a n c e i s c o n s i d e r a b l e throughout. A l a r g e m a j o r i t
y of t h e s i t e h a s been c l e a r e d and c u l t i v a t e d . Disturbance from a c i r c a 1920 h a b i t a t i o n i n Area A was e v i d e n t t o 40 cm i n 8 u n i t s , w i t h a r t i f a c t s s c a t t e r e d through t h e upper 30
cm .
Area B, with only 40 cm of d e p o s i t , had e s p e c i a l l y heavy r o o t d i s t u r b a n c e .
I n r e c e n t y e a r s l a r g e trees w e r e bulldozed i n c o n s t r u c t i n g a road. A t l e a s t t h e upper 1 0 cm was removed, t h e n t h e s u r f a c e was packed and covered w i t h road-base m a t e r i a l . Base m a t e r i a l extends 30 cm deep i n t o stump and r o o t h o l e s . The Pedernales p o i n t from t h i s a r e a occurred i n such a d i s t u r b a n c e i n Level 2.
Area C i s t h e l e a s t p r o d u c t i v e a r e a of t h e s i t e , w i t h only one h e a r t h f e a t u r e , l i t t l e d e b i t a g e , and no d i a g n o s t i c s . And Area C has experienced c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t u r b a n c e . I n r e c e n t y e a r s , b u l l d o z i n g removed a l l v e g e t a t i o n l e a v i n g tremendous r o o t d i s t u r b a n c e . Also, an average of 30 cm of t o p s o i l was removed from most of t h e a r e a .
S i t e 41FY422 produced a l a r g e sample of l i t h i c d e b i t a g e , 25 f e a t u r e s , and a small sample of mostly l a t e d i a g n o s t i c p r o j e c t i l e p o i n t s . I t i s q u i t e s i m i l a r t o 41FY98, 1 km t o t h e w e s t , i n t h e s e r e s p e c t s . Tools o t h e r t h a n p r o j e c t i l e p o i n t s a r e a l s o r a r e . D i a g n o s t i c s were n o t found w i t h f e a t u r e s and c h a r c o a l was r a r e a s w e l l . I t i s f e l t t h a t a n a d e q u a t e sample of t h i s s i t e h a s been c o l l e c t e d and t h a t f u r t h e r work would prove r e p e t i t i o u s and unproductive.
S i t e s 41FY421 and 41FY424 a r e s h a l l o w , u n s t r a t i f i e d upland camps/quarries which produced a v e r y l i m i t e d amount of s i g n i f i c a n t c u l t u r a l m a t e r i a l . D i a g n o s t i c s and f e a t u r e s a r e r a r e and d i s t u r b a n c e and mixing i n t h e shallow d e p o s i t s i s s u b s t a n t i a l .
I n view of t h e s e f i n d i n g s , a r c h a e o l o g i c a l sites 41FY421, 41FY422, and 41FY424
a r e n o t recommended f o r f u r t h e r t e s t i n g and a r e c o n s i d e r e d i n e l i g i b l e f o r i nc l u s i o n i n t h e N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c P l a c e s .
